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USCGC CAMPBELL (WMEC-909), commissioned on August 19, 1988, is the sixth cutter to bear the name 

CAMPBELL. Four were named for George Washington Campbell, Secretary of the Treasury in 1814. One was named 

for James Campbell, Postmaster General in 1863. The current CAMPBELL, the ninth of the Coast Guard Famous 

Class of cutters, is named to honor the great tradition of her forebears, particularly USCGC CAMPBELL (W-32).  

 

The first CAMPBELL, a schooner, patrolled the Chesapeake Bay from 1830 through 1834. The second CAMPBELL 

saw service in the Gulf of Mexico from 1834-1839.  The third CAMPBELL, built in 1848, was considered the finest 

example of the sailing cutter; sleek and trim in appearance, she was deemed “Queen of Sailing Cutters.” The fourth 

CAMPBELL patrolled New England waters from 1853-1875. The fifth CAMPBELL, W-32, was built in the 

Philadelphia Navy Yard in 1936.  She served for forty-six years spanning World War II, the Korean and Vietnam 

Wars, and saw exclusive action as convey escort during the Battle of the Atlantic during 1942-1943.  Of note, W-32 

engaged several enemy submarines and rammed and sank U-606 in February, 1943.  Sailing on her in battle was 

“Sinbad,” the Coast Guard’s famous mascot that served 11 years with CAMPBELL until his retirement in 1951.  W-

32 was “Queen of the Fleet” when decommissioned in 1982. 

 

The sixth and current CAMPBELL (WMEC 909) continues the historic tradition of more than 190 years of cutters 

that have displayed her name. CAMPBELL was originally homeported in New Bedford, MA in 1988.  With her 

homeport of Kittery, ME since 2003, she performs the same missions as her predecessors – Search and Rescue, Drug 

Interdiction, Migrant Interdiction, Living Marine Resources, Defense Readiness, and Ports, Waterways and Coastal 

Security.  Over the past 30 years she has worked to diligently to safeguard thousands of lives at sea, repatriate scores 

of alien migrants, protect the health of New England fisheries, and bring maritime traffickers to justice.  Since 2017, 

CAMPBELL has interdicted more than 14 metric tons of cocaine in the Eastern Pacific Ocean valued at over $400 

million. CAMPBELL’s motto of TRADITION, PRIDE, and READINESS, was carefully and deliberately chosen to 

carry forward the honored service of her past and present shipmates.  

 

Officers and crew take PRIDE in the opportunity they have been afforded to add their mark and story to the 

CAMPBELL tradition.   

 

Sinbad Lives 


